Reading report #1: The Fourfold Gospel


Simpson describes Christ as Savior.  Christ saves us from the guilt of sin, wrath of God, curse of the law, evil conscience, evil heart, fear of death, Satan’s power, and eternal death.  He bring us justification in the sight of God, the favor and love of God, a new heart, daily grace to live, help of the Holy Spirit, all blessings like sanctification & healing, and eternal life.  I appreciate how Simpson is able to show how grand and magnificent is our salvation in Christ.  Simpson writes justification comes by: the mercy & grace of God, the death and resurrection of Christ, Christ’s intercession, grace of the Holy Spirit, and the Gospel.  It is received by the person through conviction of sin, coming to and apprehending Jesus as Savior, repentance (turning of whole will and heart from sin to God), confession of Christ, and abiding in Christ.  It is of infinite value, available to all, taken without money or price, and secure & eternal in its blessings.  We are each accountable to choose Christ and responsible to evangelize others.  


Simpson describes Christ as Sanctifier.  He says sanctification is not: regeneration, morality, our own work, the work of actual death, self-perfection, nor a state of emotion.  He writes that sanctification is: separation from sin, dedication to God, conformity to the likeness of God, conformity to the will of God, and love (supreme love to God and all mankind).  He writes that love is “perhaps, the strongest feature in a truly sanctified life.”  The source of sanctification is Jesus Himself.  He has purchased it for us, and comes not by our own efforts but by His grace and indwelling; it is received as a free gift.  It comes through the personal indwelling of Jesus Christ.  The means: we must have a divine revelation of our need, see Jesus as our Sanctifier, make an entire surrender to Him in everything, and believe that he receives our consecration.  Practical steps: We must live a life of implicit obedience to God, obeying diligently His voice, and in every time of conflict, temptation, or test, draw near to God.  I agree whole heartedly with this.  My only minor critique is that though sanctification is not equal with morality or character, true sanctification will show itself in moral righteousness and upright character (it goes against those who say we are “sanctified” and yet are immoral and of perverse character).  “If we say we have fellowship with Him and walk in darkness we lie and do not the truth.” (1 John 1:6)  A person cannot be sanctified without the fruits of the Spirit.  Sanctification is the work of God as we wholly yield to Him and deny ourselves.  


Divine healing is not medical healing, metaphysical or mind healing, magnetic healing, spiritualism, prayer cure, faith cure, will power, defiance of God’s will, or physical immortality.  It is the supernatural divine power of God infused into human beings, founded on the Word of God alone, and submitted to the will of God.  It is part of the redemption work of Jesus Christ, enabled by His life and the work of the Holy Spirit, which comes by the grace of God and faith in Him.


Christ as our coming King was a very good section even if you are not a premillenialist.  I think this doctrine leads to greater faith and love as we look for and hasten the Lord’s coming.  Also the signs of the end of the age (like the church growing into luxuriant strength but internally full of leaven) are getting ever more glaring.  In the last two sections, I agree that Christians are to walk as Jesus walked and that we have available God’s power and resources to do so. And yes, we are kept by the power of God through faith.  Praise His great faithfulness and mercy.

I want to apply this to my ministry because I am convinced that we need to teach holiness and the deeper Christian life in the churches and that we need a revival of the deeper Christ life in our Church.  I want to emphasize holiness and love (particularly love) as key to our Christian walk as well as missions.  Also I want to emphasize the Lord’s return and how our hearts and lives should be lived in the light of His return.  I hope that whatever ministry I am in, I can have similar values and vision as Simpson.

